Aspidistra locii from central Vietnam is described as a species new to science and illustrated. It differs from all other species of the genus in its perigone with completely connate tepals, lacking any trace of lobes, and with a very small, central, circular opening of 1.5-2 mm in diameter.
somewhat decurrent on the petiole, apex cuspidate, margin entire, venation parallel-pinnate, middle vein strong, prominent on lower surface and sunken on upper surface, 4-6 primary lateral veins running from the base to a third of the length of the middle vein in an angle of 15-20º towards the apex, second order veins much thinner and more inconspicuous, running between the primary ones. Inflorescence with one terminal, pendulous flower only. Peduncle 6-11 cm long and 0.4-0.5 cm in diam., thickened below the flower, plain green, with 5-6, 1-1.3 cm long cataphylls, first light green, becoming brown soon, internodes 0.9-4 cm long. Flowers broadly conoid, 3-4.5 cm in diam. and 2-3 cm long, rough (slightly papillate) outside, (dirty) yellow to beige, all tepals completely connate and with only a very small opening of 1.5-2 mm in diam. in the usually somewhat sunken centre of the distal side. Gynoecium mushroom-shaped, narrowing towards base; ovary and style c. 0.8 cm long and c. 0.5 cm in diam.; stigma very large, 1.6 cm in diam. and c. 0.5 cm thick, four-lobed, each lobe with an inconspicuous incision in the middle, its segments furrowed and the elevated parts with a rough warty surface; ovary unilocular, ovules 3, ellipsoid, c. 1 mm long and 0.5 mm in diam., with a short funicle. Stamens 12-14, situated below the large stigma and adnate to the perigone near its base, anthers subsessile (filaments very short), elongate, pale yellow, c. 6 mm long and 1.3-1.4 mm wide, surface finely warty. Pollen grains ± globular, inaperturate, 35-38 µm in diam., exine irregularly reticulate, the cross-points of the net strongly thickened. Fruit unknown.
Eponymy. -Aspidistra locii is named in honour of Professor Phan Ke Loc, lecturer in botany at the University of Hanoi, Vietnam.
Chromosome number (pers. comm. G. Petersen, Copenhagen). -2n = 36, several chromosomes very long, others short, some of medium size.
Distribution. -Aspidistra locii is known only from the type locality, where it was found growing on the forest floor in humus-rich soil. Living plants are in cultivation in the Botanical Garden of the Komarov Botanical Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, St Petersburg, Russia, and in the Botanical Garden München-Nymphenburg, Germany, where they flower regularly. 
